
General Directions for Field Wor-k in 

Plant Ecology 

Field work differs from laborato~y work in that 
natural object~ are studies under natural conditions, in• 
s tead of artificial or controllable conditions . For this 
reason all the objects to be studied may not be under ob• 
serva.tion & t the time or in one locality, but may be sepc.tr .. 
ated by time or space. Laboratory wcrkt if uns4,1.ccessful, 
may usually be repeated easily; field Wol"k is generally 
r epeat ed with more difficulty, with great loss of time, or 
not at a ll. F i eld work, theref or-e, requires in a much 
gr eater degrae carefulness of observation , attention to de~ 
tai ls, andt above- all, completeness and accuracy in taking 
notes. Tn.e following points are suggested a.'3 lheneral direc• 
ti ons ... 

Make all observations. with great" care, and. after 
.satiefying you.r1oelf o:f' their- :1ecuracy, . .£22..! ~ ~ • 

Recol"d all obse-rva ti one in de tail in ~,our field notes 
whil.e· ac t ual1.yin the field. TfflS IS llIPERATlVE. 

fake up the- wor k in this order: 
1. :Eecome familiar wit}: the gene:ral 1·ocation ci.lld 

~onog_ra·,Jhic features af the areat "~nd describe them in such 
detail that one not f2.miliar -r1 ith the locrtlity c~n form a 
good lllen"val picture of the area . This descri]?tion ma~; ~ell 
include not only the at-ea to be studied but also its im
mediate s urr oundings. 

2 . Observe and descl"'ibe the general features of t};.e 
nvironment . Climatic fea·t-.ures, especially rainfc~ll and 
empe~at ur e , may be omj_tted in the field records, and in 
tany 17 and S 6,. :from the finished work al.so .. A short 

tement concerning them should be .i;.1cluded ,;:,ith the first 
eld r ep or t in .3otarty 18. The local edaphic factors should; 

described , a •. d special attention: given to those \'Vhich 
~eculia.r to or distinctive of the area, such as s:1ade, 
imity t o \,a-ter, slope, cultiirationr etc . Give speoial 
ntion t o active fa.ct ors, which are producing or will 
:u.ce J. cha.nge in tne vegetation, .Among these a.re erosion 

land by wat er, filling of -water by sediment, development 
struct ion of forest , graztng, etc. 
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3. :::-Jescribe t:1e ve0e:.:.1;ion "'nc:. co:-:-el:::.te its vari
ous fe .... ~ures t7i:.1 tI'..e e~7ironmen:. ro specific direc~ions 
c:.n be '"iver. :1ere. :)e~ailed auestions •nill usually acco.m
pan·· fi0ld outlines in :-otan·· ·1~ c:nd S 6, c.nd trill suggest -ne~s 0 lvos in ~otany 18. 

-r. '.:.,ecide upon nr.. desc::·ibe ::1e pc1st histc?j· :lnci. 
• .e futcre development of the ?egetation :mder the exist:ng 
en7irorune1~. :·ei-:i1er can be judged i:"ith entire .:.cc:..:rcc•r 
eca~se of possible en,ironmental c . ..inses, due partl7 to nh
·=10.-.... - ..... ,., •. .,..,c.· o- ..... ,,. · c -·,.,. ••.:,-e•- ... ;on b••"- '"'OS ... l·r ~o ·:1e agency of" man. • • . ., .... a...!-'•· ' ,c--... • (4. .. --: ., ... __ ..... 5 ~ 1,... , .... ., ..... ., J "' 

5. Ccr-!"al.:ite t::e local condi:ions, as e:q,ressed in 
~oints J ~nd ~. r.i-:;..~ :hose in ocher similar !ocal!t!es, ~nd 
discover t:le i;enera: significance and the <-!der- applica,tion of the ~roblem studied. 

At :~e close cf the field trip hand the :field notes 
to • .ie ins true :or for examina ti en . They <1ill be re a urned 
t 't e !'iex1; meeting of· ~:-1e cl:::.ss. 

S'tud·· :he field :.c~es t· "'ro: . .tghl-.r, s2-:isf•~ :,.ou:-sel:' 
to ~he correctness of tLe conclusions dr~wn, end write 
reful, concise, logical, complete account of the uork 

a• ndaro no:e paper. :'his i:-.ay be .. r:!-:ten in ~.he order 
~ted in po!nts 1. to 3 preceding. '.::1e various divi -
s ould be provided ~i~~ individual ~e~dings. S~ppcrt 

c nclusion by a st~oe,::ent of or reference to tha proper 
•vidence . S= :·i ze the ..-;, c le in o. nna.1 pnragr:.ph. 

·..ie finis.1eci accc..:.n: -:o ~l1e inst-ructor -:.-i ~hin t'i ve 
fem:, "he date of :he field :rip. Gr.,des will be apnea c:.s follows: 

d ".Otes • • . • • . . • . 15 
cy f o se:-vr. !ion cf :eget:- ~i en : nd en7irorunen-: 35 

lusions dra;m • • • • • • • • • . JO 
r-~1 ~;.. lic~ticn (;,oint 5 l • • . . • • • . • 10 

. . . 

.. eac..: dz:.y la -:e • • 

. . . . 10 
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